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ranging from pre-K through grade 
12. His main responsibility is to 
complete assessments of individual 
students and work to create edu-
cational programs or interventions 
specific to each student’s needs. 
He also tracks and measures any 
changes in each student’s individual 
performance.
     School psychologists across the 
country work with elementary and 
secondary school students individ-
ually or in groups to help deal with 
various issues, learning difficulties, 
disabilities, emotional needs, and 
other concerns.      
     On a daily basis, their job de-
scription includes working with 
parents, teachers and students.
They help develop and meet the 
goals of Individualized Education 
Programs, working with parents 
and the teaching staff to help stu-
dents be successful at school.

Changes in Administration

     Van Wert High School has seen 
some changes in administration 
this year. 
     Mr. Ben Collins is now the Dean 
of Students. He first moved into 
the high school in October 2018, 
working next to Mr. Froelich. Col-
lins is part of the Building Leader-
ship Team and District Leadership 
Team and is the internal facilitator 
for DLT. His duties include posi-
tive behavioral interventions and 
supports team, and he is heavily 
involved with the team of interven-
tion teachers. Along with these 
roles, Collins is also an administra-
tive assistant to Mr. Priest.
     Before he worked in Van Wert, 
Collins taught at Paulding for two 
years. In 2005, he came to Van Wert 
as an intervention specialist at the 
school building in Ohio City,

 along with serving as the high 
school assistant football and wres-
tling coach. Collins also taught all 
three middle school grade levels 
before moving to his role as Dean 
of Students.
     Collins graduated from Hei-
delberg College in 2003, earning a 
Bachelor of Science degree. In
2009, he earned his Master of 
Sports Administration Degree from 
American Public University
and is currently working on getting 
his master’s in school counseling 
and his principal licensure.
     Mr. Doug Grooms is the school 
psychologist and Special Services 
Coordinator. After spending
several years headquartered in the 
high school, this year his office is 
located in the elementary building.        
     He works with students



By Clayton Proffitt

     As the school year moves into 
full force, there are some new faces 
in the building. Mrs. Feasel, the 
new Student Services Secretary in 
the guidance office, is one of them.
     Before coming to VWHS, she 
was a receptionist at the Family 
Resource Center in Lima.
     With a new position comes new 
responsibilities for Mrs. Feasel. 
Some of those include sending out
transcripts, organizing college rep-
resentative visits, putting together 
scholarship information, and assist-
ing the guidance counselors.
     “The biggest surprise about the 
job is how the role of the guidance 
office (or student services) has
changed since I was in school. To-
day, we not only provide academic 
support, but we support the overall
emotional wellbeing of students, “ 
said Mrs. Feasel.
     Students and staff welcome Mrs. 
Feasel, who plays an important role 
in making Van Wert a better place.
     Another new face is Mrs. Bur-
kheimer, who has taken on a very 
big responsibility as a high school
guidance counselor.
     In order to become a school 
counselor, she earned a master’s de-
gree from the University of Dayton
in 2001. For the past 25 years, she 
has been an Intervention Specialist 
at Antwerp High School, where she
taught all levels of English, math, 
and social studies. She also oversaw 
transition/life skills for students on
IEPs, providing tutoring/testing 
preparation.
     “In writing transition plans for 
these students, I often was asked 
advice in college/career planning, 

New Faces In the 
Guidance Office

so I felt I used my counseling 
degree as much as my teaching de-
gree. I began to see more and more 
needs beyond academics, and I felt 
that it was time for me to move into 
a full-time school counseling role,” 
said Mrs. Burkheimer.
    “The most challenging aspect of 
my responsibilities so far has been 
learning about College Credit Plus, 
AP testing, and attempting to 
match so many new names with 
new faces.

     Van Wert has been her home for 
the past 25 years, so, overall, it has 
been a smooth transition.
     “I look forward to getting to 
know more and more students 
and staff members,” she said. “I am 
proud to be a Cougar!”

        Read the online 
             edition of
     The Cougar’s Roar 
           at vwcs.net!



On Thursday, Aug. 29, moti-
vational speaker Kevin Atlas 
presented an encouraging 
and insightful presentation 
in the NPAC. The Believe in 
You® movement is a series 
designed to educate students 
and staff about the power of 
believing in self, despite the 
challenges and trials that life 
may present.

New Faces in the Teaching Staff

Mrs. Harting Mrs. Scheidt Mrs. Workman

     Van Wert High School gained 
three new teachers this year. They 
are Mrs. Workman, who is serving 
as a long-term sub in Am-Lit; Mrs. 
Harting, the new study hall moni-
tor; and Mrs. Scheidt, working as a 
para-professional.
     Mrs. Harting has worked for Van 
Wert City Schools working at the 
Goedde Building for a total of 23 
years. She is also a bus driver and 
has been for 24 years.

     Mrs Harting worked at LifeLinks 
for seven years and with Synergy 
for two years.
     Mrs. Scheidt, a new para-profes-
sional, has worked with Van Wert 
City Schools for three years—going 
on four. She has subbed at the ECC 
for preschool and kindergarten and 
has also subbed in the elementary. 
In addition, she has subbed in the 
middle school in the special inter-
vention classes.

Before becoming a para-profession-
al, she was a high school grad-point
advisor. She now works one-on-one 
with Madi Williams.
     Mrs. Workman, a freshman 
language arts teacher who attended 
Ohio University, is filling in for 
Mrs. DeVelvis for the entire school 
year.
     Mrs. Workman said, “The most 
challenging part of teaching is try-
ing to motivate students.”



SPORTS
Van Wert 

Cross
Country

By Clayton Proffitt

     Van Wert’s boys’ cross country 
team finished third behind Colum-
bus Grove and Lincolnview at the 
Elida Cross Country Invitational.      
The girls’ team finished second 
behind Columbus Grove. 
     Van Wert’s Hunter Sherer 
finished second overall with a 
time of 17:10. Other top finishers 
were Van Wert’s Gage Wannem-
acher (ninth, 17:51); Jayden Welker 
(17th, 18:35); Jacob Sealscott 
(36th,19:56.6); and Ben Lange 
(37th, 19:56.9). 
     Both teams had very solid races 
and are looking to keep improving. 

Football in 
Full Swing

 By Clayton Proffitt

     The varsity football team kicked 
off the season with an impressive 
victory over Bryan. The Cougars 
poured in 34 points while only giv-
ing up 13 points, cruising past the 
Golden Bears to start the season 
1-0. 
     Van Wert took down the Defi-
ance Bulldogs with a score of 32-7, 
making them 2-0 on the season 
and 1-0 in the WBL. 
     With high expectations, Coach 
Recker and the Cougars faced a 
tough Wapakoneta team, fighting 
hard but coming up short. 
The team’s sights are now set on 
this year’s homecoming game 
against Ottawa-Glandorf, set for 
Friday, Sept. 27.

Soccer 
Revs Up

By Clayton Proffitt

     Starting off the 2019 season, 
VWFC took the pitch and defeated 
Cory Rawson 1-0 in an outstand-
ing defensive outing by the Cou-
gars. The single goal came from 
Van Wert’s sophomore Christian 
Eberle. 
     The team looks to continue 
improving as the season goes on, 
led by captains Gabe Steyer, Dylan 
Brayton, Nathan Ruger, and Ryan 
Chen. 
     The team’s record is currently 
3-5 as they progress into more 
tough WBL play.

This year’s VWHS volley-
ball team confers, seeking a 
match-winning strategy. As 
of Sept. 24, 2019, the team’s 
record was 5-8 on the season.



SPORTS

Sports 
Standings

Football - 2-2 

Boys’ Soccor -  2-7-1

Girls’ Soccor - 1-8 

Girls’ Tennis -  11-3 

Golf - 4th place in WBL 

Volleyball - 5-8 

By: Clayton Proffitt

The Van Wert girls’ tennis team 
hosted the first “Cougar Classic” 
tournament on Saturday, Aug. 24. 
Van Wert gained 47 team points, 
including 10 for four division 
winners and seven for one second-
place finish in the division. As a 
result, the team took first place. 
The team is currently 8-2 and sits 
at the top of the WBL with a 6-1 
conference record.           
           

Van Wert High School Cheerleaders competed in the annual  the Van Wert County Fair Cheer-
leading Competition on Wednesday, Aug. 28. The Varsity Cheerleaders won the division com-
peting against eight teams. Members of the squad include Hope Blythe, Danesha Branson, 
Rilee Conrad, Caylin Cowan, Madison Couch, Paiten Fuerst, Gracie Gunter, Aubree Hines, 
Gabby Hunneman, Mallorie Jarret, Jaden Lehmkuhle, Abbie Mengerink, Sam Price, Riann Ro-
driguez, Mia Salazar, Janie Trejo, Rachel Verville, and Brooklyn Weaks.  

 Coach Alverez and the tennis team 
are looking to continue their suc-
cess as the season progresses.

Girls’ Tennis



     There’s a lot of talk about student 
loan debt, which is a huge concern. 
But there is another form of debt 
that has the potential to be even 
greater.     
      According to Northwestern Mu-
tual Financial Service’s 2018 Plan-
ning &amp; Progress Study, millen-
nials between the ages of 25 and 34 
have an average debt of $42,000 per 
person, and the biggest source of 
that debt is credit card debt. Credit 
card balances make up 25 percent 
of the average amount of debt that 
older millennials owe, while stu-
dent debt accounts for about 16 
percent, according to Northwestern 
Mutual.
    

Credit Card Debt
     Overall, more than 189 mil-
lion Americans have credit cards, 
and, on average, each household
with a credit card carries $8,284 
in credit card debt. This means that 
nationwide, the total credit
card debt is in the billions of dol-
lars. One study says $829 billion.
     Overall, while student loan debt 
is a huge issue that requires close 
watching, students and adults
should be even more cautious when 
it comes to using credit cards and 
racking up credit card debt.

Spirit Week

Monday-
     Pajama Day

Tuesday-
     Neon/Tie Die

Wednesday-
     Jersey Day

Thursday- 
     Decades Day

Friday- 
     Cougar Crazy


